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They play a bit of rugby where i 
come from, so i have watched a few 
games over the years.  But none more 
compelling nor more gratifying than a 
certain game at Twickenham recently.  
Bromsgrove’s winning of the natwest 
Cup national schools Championship 
had all the drama of the last world Cup 
Final and i was equally invested.  in a 
scintillating display of courage and cool 
heads, our 1st Xv lifted the Cup from 
three-time winners Dulwich College and 
in doing so, wrote themselves into the 
school’s history.  

For a very proud Headmaster, two things 
stood out.  The first was the bond, 
almost tangible, uniting the boys as 
they emerged from the tunnel onto the 
hallowed ground of rugby HQ.  This was 
a team consistently greater than the sum 
of its parts, multiplied in force by the 
power of mutual respect.  There is no 
game plan to deploy in the face of such 
loyalty.

The second was the red Army of 
supporters (not technically correct i 
confess, but catchier than the 201st 
Pantone Platoon).  Our pupils in the 

stands, a thousand in number, ten 
thousand in voice, were galvanizing.  
They were also impeccable in their 
appearance and their conduct, striking 
the unique Bromsgrove balance of 
respect and revelry.

From Luke white’s sublime captaincy 
to the Year 7s scything the stands with 
maroon banners, the best of the school 
was on display. it was the perfect climax 
to an outstanding term

PeTer CLAGue  
Headmaster 

A word from the Headmaster
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rugby Finals  

Congratulations to the 1st Xv on winning 
the natwest u18 schools Cup at 
Twickenham.  we  went into the match 
as underdogs, with Dulwich College 
seeking a fourth successive win. A 
talented team, they had scored over fifty 
points in their semi-final, yet by the close 
we had played them into the ground 
with a final score of 30 - 18. It was a 
marvellous game played by two superb 
sides. 

The Twickenham story reached its 
climax at routh Hall Assembly on the 
final Friday of term when Captain Luke 
white was presented with the trophy 
again - but this time by the Headmaster. 
The squad faced the school which stood 
to applaud our heroes. This was the first 
standing ovation at an Assembly for 20 
years.

everyone associated with Bromsgrove 
school congratulates Harry Ferguson, 
Henry walker, Harrison Fowke, Beck 
Cutting, Justin Clegg, Ben schmermund, 
Joseph morrice, Thomas Ford, Paolo 
Parisi, Luke white, Cooper Bent, 
Alexander nisbet, Chase edwards, 
Jonty Thornton, James Taylor, william 
Lockhart, nikita Khatin, Jack weston, 
william Hands, George wootten, 
Benjamin Tibbetts and Blake edwards.
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Choral evensong at Peterborough  
Chapel Choir sang Choral evensong 
at Peterborough Cathedral. After a 
long procession from the west end, 
our choristers sang the introit ‘Purest 
and Highest’ by Charles stanford. The 
singers performed beautifully, to a 
large congregation made up of locals, 
Bromsgrove parents and including the 

President of the school, Dr Anthony. 

mr Knight excelled at the organ and 
the evening canticles.  ‘Magnificat’ 
and ‘nunc Dimittis’, to the setting by 
walmisley, were pillars of strength. The 
anthem, Fauré’s ‘Cantique de Jean 
racine’, was of the highest calibre, 

sensitive, emotive and empassioned. 
This was a momentous day for all 
involved and it was a great honour 
to sing at one of our finest Gothic 
cathedrals with its magnificent West End 
façade and the tomb of Catherine of 
Aragon.

Poppy wall 
The First world war has been commemorated in our Humanities building with a moving and beautiful display depicting lines 
of soldiers marching towards a distant goal, while below their feet the iconic image of the British Legion poppy is repeated 
in memory of the dead. each poppy is a contribution from a pupil, visitor, member of staff or parent, representing a wide-
ranging perspective on conflict. Some commemorate individuals while others hold a single quotation; all are powerful.

The wall was constructed by teacher Lucy mcKee in summer 2014, marking a century since the declaration of war in July 
1914. it will be taken down in summer 2015.
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Choral society 
Our Choral society remains a unique 
feature of school life – bringing 
together pupils, staff, parents, Old 
Bromsgrovian and friends. This year a 
delightful programme was thoroughly 
enjoyed by audience and performers 
alike. 

The first half featured two much loved 
works. vaughan williams’ settings of 
several of George Herbert’s poetry in 
1911 resulted the in his ‘Five mystical 
songs’.  Philip Tebb – the  outstanding 
baritone soloist – led us through some 
of the finest poems in our language 
with the fiendishly exciting piano 
accompaniment played by mr Knight 
and miss mcCanlis.  

in the second half we enjoyed Fauré’s 
much loved ‘requiem’.  The Choral 
Society was in fine voice throughout 
and charmingly so in the blissful final 
movement ‘in Paradisum.’ Philip 
Tebb shone again and so too our own 
Lucy sapwell singing so sweetly and 
elegantly the famous and beautiful 
soprano solo ‘Pie Jesu.’ The superb 
Orchestra was a joy to behold too – a 
real eclectic representation of the 
Bromsgrove musical family with a 
Governor, OB, Gap student, parent, 
pupils and several of our musical 
teachers all involved.  

Pupils and staff came out in force to witness the partial solar eclipse over the 
midlands. GCse Astronomy students gained a rare opportunity to undertake 
a piece of observational coursework, logging the progress of the eclipse. At 
maximum coverage, there was a noticeable drop in light and temperature; a 
reminder of the immense power of the sun. using a special solar scope, the 
students were able to safely view the eclipse, which occurred in Bromsgrove 
just after 9.30am. many pupils donned their solar glasses, taking remarkable 
photographs from behind the lenses.

solar eclipse 

Debating 
niall Hegarty and emily Kinder 
competed in local mP, sajid Javid’s, 
annual debate between six local senior 
schools.  

niall and emily  were commended for 
their differing but complementary styles 
and were put through to a very closely-
fought final from which they emerged as 
runners-up.



v

CCF 

ninety members of the CCF embarked on a hectic round of adventure training 
and shooting in the Brecon Beacons and sennybridge Army Training Area.  
Conditions were perfect for the practice expeditions with bright sunshine 
reflecting off the patches of snow higher up the mountains.  Fifth Form cadets 
took time off after completing their silver D of e practice to build snowmen on the 
top of Pen y Fan whilst the sixth Form cadets walked over terrain very similar to 
that which they will encounter in the Drakkensberg mountains in south Africa on 
their gold final expedition in July. 

sennybridge training area contains one of the best range complexes in the 
country and the cadets  were lucky enough to be allocated space on sunday to 
shoot five different weapon systems including shotgun and light machine guns.
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Poetry national 
Final 
Pavel Poloskin spent three days 
at Homerton College, Cambridge, 
representing worcestershire in the 
Final of the BBC national Poetry by 
Heart recitation competition. 

From an initial ten thousand entrants, 
the final forty spent two days battling 
it out, reciting  pre-1914 and post-
1914 poems and a poem from the 
First world war.

Pavel’s rendition of Poet Laureate 
Carol Ann Duffy’s Originally was 
selected to be recorded for radio 
4’s Poetry Please broadcast on the 
saturday and sunday.  

Former Poet Laureate Andrew 
motion and poet Jean sprackland 
commented on the emotive quality 
with which he imbued his words. 
Head of english, Kate Linehan, 
commented that ‘in terms relative 
to that other, bigger final, this is like 
Chris robshaw saying yes, you are a 
great rugby player.’  well done Pavel. 
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iB Art 
iB2 visual Arts students Teodora Ganeva 
and marie Kriegler presented their two 
years of work in an end of course show.

marie’s work developed from the idea 
that consumerism is a driving force 
within western Culture, she considered 
the restrictions that our desire to 
consume place upon our notions of 
taste, trends and identity. 

Teodora’s work explores the relationship 
between man, nature and the transient 
notion of ‘self’. 

 ski Challenge
Prep school pupil siena Horton had a very successful two days’ racing at the 
equity interschools Challenge in Chamonix. in the Giant slalom race she was 
1st by 0.95 seconds (out of 44 U14 girls) from the first run, and after the final 
run, she was 2nd overall. On the second day of competing, siena won both 
Slalom runs and scored a total of 18 points for Bromsgrove School, finishing an 
individual 7th place and 4th British school out of 56 competitors. 

Four-time Olympian Chemmy Alcott presented siena with her silver medal after 
the Giant slalom, and well-known retired GB racer TJ Baldwin presented her 
with her Gold medal after the slalom. most impressively, siena was awarded the 
British interschool ski Challenge Cup for best overall female which included all 
girls from u16s/u18s/u21 age groups. This has never been awarded to an u14 
competitor before, so huge congratulations siena. 

Dudley Zoo 
Year 3 headed to Dudley Zoo to find 
out whether the egg that had been 
delivered was indeed a penguin 
egg. There were plenty of  humboldt 
penguins for them to see, however 
they decided that our egg is bigger 
than a humboldt’s egg. 

The zoo’s education officer gave 
pupils  a talk about animals that live 
in the Arctic regions and how they 
adapt to cope with the climate. she 
suggested that we contact the rsPB 
to help us identify the egg.  
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Years 3 and 4 were in for a treat with a visit from the author 
and illustrator Hannah shaw. she talked to the children 
about how she writes and draws and then read an excerpt 
from her fun adventure story “stan stinky” featuring the 
eponymous stan, a sewer rat, as the unlikely hero. 

Perhaps the most exciting part  of the visit was her 
demonstration of her sketching style, particularly how 
she gives her characters different expressions. The pupils 
enjoyed trying this out for themselves. 

Author visit 

Choir win 
well done to the Prep school 
Chapel Choir who won the u13 
Choir category with distinction at 
the worcestershire Competitive Arts 
Festival.  This was the first time we 
have entered the competition and it 
is a huge achievement for the choir 
who were very highly commended 
by the adjudicator, malcolm Goldring 
(Artistic Director of sing uK). 

The Jazz Band and a group of our 
saxophone soloists also took part in 
the Festival. 

Joshua Osborn-Patel and Louis schell are 
missing from the photograph
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iB students organised an easter-
themed event for local elderly 
residents. They decorated the Old 
Chapel with daffodils and easter 
posters. 

The visitors enjoyed tea and cakes 
served to them by the pupils and took 
part in a craft sessions where they 
made easter bonnets.  

The students also organised some live 
music and a game of bingo to finish 
off the afternoon.

iB easter Party

Big Bang Fair 

The Big Bang Fair, held at the neC, 
is the largest celebration of science, 
technology, engineering and maths for 
young people in the uK. 

Our Lower Fourths spent an exciting 
day at the fair where they enjoyed 
spectacular live shows such as 
stefan’s supertasters, which blended 
multisensory perception with 
multidisciplinary scientific mayhem and 
was hosted by the BBC's Gastronaut 
stefan Gates, they learned about alien 
marine creatures in Heavy metal marine 
Biology, hosted by The Blowfish. 

They took part in various interactive 
activities from making their own beauty 
products and using household objects 
to extract their own DnA, to sketching 
2D models using software before the 
best designs were printed in 3D. 
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swimming  
senior school swimmers were at 
famous Olympic venue competing in 
the Bath and Otter relays. All swam 
well in a competition that attracts 
over 80 schools. The girls finished 
8th in the freestyle relay and 4th 
in the medley relay, with the boys 
finishing 16th and 19th respectively. 

in Prep swimming, both the u11 
boys and girls swimming teams 
qualified for the National ESSA 
swimming Finals to be held in 
Sheffield in June after competing at 
the regional essA competition in 
rugby. 

The boys were unlucky to be 
disqualified in the Medley relay heats 
on a change-over technical fault, but 
swam brilliantly to achieve a place at 
national Finals in the Freestyle relay, 
coming third in the region. well done 
to Teddy Broadhurst, Oliver Brown, 
william Brown and Cyrus Passman. 
The girls’ u11 team came second in 
the medley relays and in the

Freestyle relay, they went one better 
and beat their qualifying time to finish 
in first place, becoming Regional 
champions. This is very impressive as 

three of our girls are u10. well done 
to Katie rolph, Jemima vaughan-
Hawkins, Louise Osborne and Bryony 
Lowe.

easter Bake-Off
One of the activities during the Prep 
school Charities week was the 'Great 
easter Bake-Off'. money is being 
raised for the Brain Tumour charity 
and Primrose Hospice. 

Chris micklewright, one of the Holroyd 
Howe catering team and a talented 
cake baker himself, judged the 
competition. He was astounded by the 
superb quality of the entrants and took 
a great deal of time deliberating over 
his decisions. in the end he chose the 
following pupils’ efforts to receive an 
award. emily Gittoes, eloise robbins 
and millie Goulden-Page.  
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Year 3 and 4 pupils took part in a 
performance which involved them 
singing some rather silly songs while 
wearing red noses and funny glasses. 
we are very grateful for your support 
and generous donations to the charity 
collection.  netball 

red nose Day  

As well as the 1st Xv appearances at Allianz Park and Twickenham, our talented 
u14 girls’ netball team have also been competing against national opposition. 
After comfortably winning the west midland regional Finals, they played in the 
nationals Finals at ellesmere Port in Cheshire. in a long day of intensive play 
at what is a formidable tournament, our youngest netballers displayed great 
character, finishing 9th in the land. Very well done to Elyssa Jones (c), Scarlett 
Fender, Jessica Fullard, ella Gardner, emily Gieron, india Hanke, mollie Trow, 
Lydia wright, Lauren watts and nandini Bulchandani. 

Forest school was full of enthusiastic 
parents and siblings who had come 
to see what their children have been 
doing this term. They took part in 
cooking over the fire, den building and 
even some whittling. Thank you for 
everyone who came and we hope you 
enjoyed it as much as your children 
did.

Forest school 



The u16 boys and u18 girls Cross 
Country  teams competed in the 
Attingham Park Cross Country relays 
where the boys team came away with  
bronze medals and the girls finished a 
respectable 4th. 

The School hosted the final U16 and 
u18 league race for the emisCCL.  
The u16 Boys and u18 Girls teams 
have shown great commitment 
throughout the term and both teams 
finished second overall. Kieran Walker 
finished 2nd individual U16 Boy and 
Declan mcmanus was the overall u18 
boys individual winner, having won all 
of his races.  
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Cross Country 

Orla walker 
Prep pupil Orla walker competed for 
the west midlands Army Cadet Force 
on the snow-capped hills of warcop 
military training area in Cumbria. The 
national cross country championship 
is the highlight of the winter season 
and sees the best athletes from 
the organisation’s 48,000 cadets 
competing. 

Orla ran superbly on a tough and 
challenging 3.5k moorland course. she 
is now British junior girls champion 
beating the number one scotland 
runner by a handsome margin. 

Prep Cross Country  
u13 and u11 girls took part in the national Prep schools Cross Country 
Championships at malvern College. The u11 team of Year 6 pupils Katie rolph, 
Year 5 pupils, Jemima vaughan-Hawkins, Louise Osborne and Abigail Barker and 
Year 4 pupil Libby rolph, all coped tremendously well with the hilly course. 

The U13 girls put in an excellent set of performances with the team finishing  
second overall, claiming the silver medal and runners-up title for the second year 
running. well done to the team of Orla walker, Daisy Clements, Kitty Luscombe, 
Ariana Jones, Hannah sahota and Freya Harper. 
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Pop & Jazz  

model un 
Our model united nations team did 
well at the big annual conference at 
Haileybury College where madalina 
macadrai’s motion for Honduras 
was debated and passed in the 
Human rights Committee where it 
was described as ‘the best resolution 
debated all day’. 

Hogwarts secrets 

Little rivals Pop and Jazz as the feel-
good muiscal event of the year. with 
two slightly different programmes this 
year, audiences were again regaled 
with a feast of entertainment. well 
done to all performers, the Director of 
music, mr Kingston (for the invaluable 
technical wizardry, assisted by James 
Bromley) and the music department 
staff. it was good also to see all four 
Heads of school involved – Kate Duffy 
singing, Justin Clegg on drums, emily 
Collie in half a dozen items and niall 
Hegarty as the evenings’ compère.

Fifth Form Graphic Designers went from Bromsgrove to Hogwarts when they 
visited the warner Brothers studios in London. warner Bros is the only Hollywood 
studio to own and operate a production facility in the uK and is one of the largest 
production facilities in europe, helping to further position the uK as a centre of 
film-making excellence. Pupils went behind-the-scenes to see the new section 
which includes a variety of never-before-seen artefacts and props from Borgin and 
Burkes to the Knockturn Alley shop. Pupils were stunned at the incredible 50 foot 
diameter hand sculpted scale model of Hogwarts used in the heptalogy of films. 



Bromsgrovian news 
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Paul Stanfield 

  Bromsgrove school Foundation Charity Preview Day at Hagley Park
Bromsgrove School Foundation and Hagley Hall offer an exclusive opportunity to view Hagley Park ahead of the official 
opening in 2016. This special charity preview day on sunday 17th may 2015 will help to support disadvantaged children 
in gaining a first class education, with all proceeds and ticket sales directed to our Foundation.  There will be music, 
performed by Bromsgrove school pupils, and a cricket match between Old Bromsgrovians and Lord Cobham's Xi. For 
those interested in Georgian Landscape, Joe Hawkins, Hagley’s Head of Landscape, will give a lecture in the Church on 
the estate and he will be on hand to answer your questions throughout the day.  The event is open to everyone with a 
connection to Bromsgrove, and guests are most welcome. The Park opens at 12 noon and tickets are £25 for a family, 
adults £10 each and children* (5 - 14) £3.50 each (*children must be accompanied by an adult at all times). Tickets are 
available now and can be purchased online at www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/tickets.aspx 

 
Paul Stanfield (L 81- 88) will be running the London Marathon in support of the 
Primrose Hospice.  He first attempted the London Marathon for Primrose Hospice 
in 1990, relying on the fitness that he’d built up at School during his time as 
Captain of Cross Country - by the time it came to the marathon, trying to keep up 
with the ambitious finishing time he’d set for himself took its toll (particularly after 
6 months at university!) and he tore a muscle at 18 miles and didn’t finish the 
marathon.  

25 years on, Paul is running once again for the Primrose Hospice and this 
time round he is determined to finish, whatever it takes. He will be particularly 
remembering Jon whitehouse (L 90) who was cared for during september 2014 
at the Primrose Hospice. Jon’s sister rebecca Tye (née whitehouse, Hz 92) is a 
close friend of Paul’s wife, nina (née Tooby, Hz 92) and they have offered support 
to each other through recent family bereavements. You can visit Paul’s justgiving 
page at https://www.justgiving.com/paul-stanfield1/

nevil malin 
nevil (G 48-53) returned to Bromsgrove for a tour of the school. nevil has very 
generously donated many of his treasured books to the school Library. During the 
tour the pupil guides showed him around his old House and  some of the recent 
additions to the school’s facilities including the sports Centre and the science 
department.

Adriana volshchuk 
Adriana voloshchuk (06) and valeria 
Tkachenko visited the school to 
interview international students about 
their views on a proposed student 
helpline. The initiative, to be run by 
the company ubiqutor, aims to help 
russian speaking pupils with issues 
they might face when moving to 
the uK. eventually, it is hoped that 
the helpline will also be available in 
Chinese and Arabic. 


